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The lining of a coat often wears out before the coat does. If the coat 
itself is still in good condition, it will pay you to reline it. Relining a coat 
is a comparatively easy job, depending upon your skill and the design of 
the coat. You should be able to reline the coat in an afternoon, 

Buy a good-quality lining fabric if you expect to get several more 
years of wear from the coat. The fabric should be firmly woven, pre- 
shrunk, and not likely to fade, crock, or pull at the seams. Some lining 
fabrics are perspiration-proof and guaranteed for the life of the garment. 
Read the labels before you buy. 

A lining fabric should be smooth enough so you can slip in and out of 
the coat easily. You may want a lining that harmonizes with the color of 
the coat, or you may prefer a contrasting color or figured fabric if it goes 
with the style of the coat. 


Lining fabrics most commonly used include: 
Twill. Acetate or rayon fabric with a firm diagonal weave. Wears well if 
good quality. Ravels easily so allow generous seams. 


Crepe. Acetate, rayon, or silk fabric of plain weave with a roughened 
surface, Wears well if ¢ good quality. May be somewhat difficult to handle 


in cutting and sewing. 


Satin. Lustrous, smooth-surfaced fabric of acetate, rayon, or silk. Easy 
to slip into. Resists soil. Ravels easily so allow generous seams. 


Taffeta. Crisp, slightly stiff fabric of acetate, rayon, or silk. Gives stiffer 
folds and more body to the coat. 


Metal-insulated linings. A type of lining fabric coated on the underside 
with aluminum. It may hold slightly more body heat than the usual lin- 
ing, but does not take the place of both lining and inte rlining. The metal 
backing may flake off with wear and dry cleaning. It is easy to handle in 


sewing. 
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Nap-back satin. Lining and interlining combined in one fabric, Not as 
warm as lining and separate interlining. Seams are bulky, but fabric is 


easy to sew. 


Determine the amount of fabric to buy 


Look in commercial pattern books. Find a coat similar in style to 
yours and note amount of lining suggested to buy. Most lining fabrics are 
sold in widths from 39 inches to 45 inches, If you do not have access to 
pattern books, estimate the amount of fabric to buy as follows: 


Measure the length of the coat from the shoulder at the neckline to 


the hem. Add 2 inches for hem. Multiply this figure by 2 and add the 
length of the sleeve. For example: 


Neck to hem 40 inches 
Hem allowance + 2 inches 
42 inches 
Multiply by 2 x2 
84 inches 
Add length of sleeve + 24 inches 
TOTAL 108 inches or 3 yards 


This should be ample unless the coat is very full, has many seams, is a 
princess style, or if the lining fabric is less than 39 inches wide. If the 
lining fabric has a design which is to be matched, you may need to allow 
for more material. If you want a more accurate estimate, remove old 
lining as directed below. Place lining pieces on newspapers cut to width 
of new lining material. Measure the length the lining pieces take. 

Before removing lining, have the coat dry cleaned. It is pleasanter to 
work with a clean garment and it will be ready to wear as soon as the 
lining is in. 

Mark the old lining across seams 


Using tailors chalk, mark front 
facing seam, seams of body of coat, 


sleeve and armhole seams. These 
marks correspond to pattern 
notches. The marks are later trans- 
ferred to new lining to show where 
to join lining to coat (figure 1). 


1. REMOVE LINING 


Cut old lining from coat. 
Starting at front facing, cut on 
wrong side of lining as close to old 
stitching as possible. Hold lining in 
left hand and pull fabric taut as 
you cut (figure 2). 


Pull remaining lining seam 
allowance from coat. Cut close 
enough to seam so that old seam 
allowance can be pulled off easily 
(figure 3). Leave old stitching in 
the coat as a guide for the new 
seam line. 


Note: If coat has an interlining 
which is to be used again, rip the 
stitching instead of cutting the lin- 
ing. 


Cut remaining lining seams on 
stitching line. If this is done accu 
rately, the old lining can be used 
as the pattern for cutting new 
pieces (figure 4). Press the old lin 
ing carefully. Mark lengthwise 
grain of fabric. 


2. USE OLD LINING AS PATTERN 


Use only half of lining for pattern, whichever half seems more accurate. 

Cut or tear new lining fabric on crosswise thread or grain. 

Fold fabric lengthwise in center making sure the torn crosswise edges 
and selvage edges are together. If the fabric has been stretched off grain 
you may be able to straighten it by pulling it gently on the bias until it 
lies flat. 


Place old lining on new fabric. Remember to allow *% to 1 inch for seams 
and 1% to 2 inches for hem. Follow grainlines of original lining pieces. If 
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old lining has a straight pleat, use a straight lengthwise fold of fabric for 
center back line. Pin pattern to fabric, with pins at right angles to pattern 


edge. 


Measure seam allowance. 
Measure % to 1 inch beyond pat- 
tern line and mark with tailor’s 
chalk. Connect marks by drawing 
straight lines with yardstick. For 
curved edges, such as neckline and 
armhole, mark *% to 1 inch beyond 
pattern lines and connect dots to 
make curve (figure 5). Cut with 
long even strokes along marks, 


Transfer marks on old lining to 
new fabric. Marks made on old lin- 
ing may be indicated on new lining 
with chalk or by notches cut out- 
ward, Use chalk to transfer these 
marks from pattern to new lining 
exactly opposite those on pattern. 
Also mark corresponding seams on 
other side of garment. Turn up 
edges, lifting seam allowance of 
lining piece just enough to mark 
on opposite side (figure 6). Re- 
move pattern pieces. 


3. ASSEMBLE LINING AND STITCH PIECES TOGETHER 


Good results are easily obtained if lining pieces are assembled in the 
order given below. Match notches or marks and pin carefully. Place pins 
at right angles to cut edge with head of pins at cut edge, Take only a 
small amount of material in pin. This small amount of material serves 


as a guide for stitching the seams. 


Stitch in back pleat. 

Stitch on wrong side from neck- 
line down 2 to 3 inches, turn at 
right angle, and stitch across fold 
to keep pleat in place (figure 7). 
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Sew tape to shoulder seam. If coat lining has front shoulder dart, fold in 
allowance for dart and pin at seam line. Sew shoulder seam, and at the 
same time sew in seam tape to keep seam from stretching. Catch only 
lower edge of tape in seam (figure 8). Use rayon seam tape which has 
been pre-shrunk, or use a strip of selvage edge of lining fabric. 


Stay-stitch neckline on seam line. Stitch around neckline on seam line 
to keep fabric from stretching. This is called stay-stitching. This makes 
it easier to attach lining to coat at neckline. If fabric tends to stretch, 
stay-stitch curved edges at armhole too. 


Sew side seams and sleeve seams. Stitch from wide to narrow part of gar- 
ment to keep fabric on proper grainline. Press all seams open. 


Machine-stitch top of sleeve. Stitch 
from underarm curve around sleeve 
cap to other curve, using a medium- 
length stitch. You may need to 
loosen machine tension slightly. 
This line of stitching is pulled up 
so sleeve fits armhole. 


Insert sleeve in armhole. With right 
sides of fabric together, match 
notches and underarm and shoulder 
seams. Working from sleeve side, 
place pins on seam allowance as in 
figure 9. Pull machine-stitching 
thread to ease in extra fullness in 
sleeve so it fits smoothly into arm- 
hole. Stitch sleeve to lining on seam 
allowance, with sleeve side up. 


Clip armhole seam at underarm 
curve. Clip at 1l-inch intervals. 
Press seam flat into sleeve. 

Lining is now completely assem- 
bled. Press it thoroughly before 
joining it to coat. 


4. FASTEN LINING TO COAT 


Attach lining at facing of coat. Place right sides of coat and lining to- 
gether, Match chalk marks made before old lining was removed. Match 
at shoulder seams. 
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Pin from hemline of lining along 
front facings, around neckline, and 
down to hemline on other side 
(figure 10). 


Clip lining at neck curve. 

Snip to stay-stitching line at about 
l-inch intervals so lining curve 
conforms smoothly to coat curve 


(figure 11). 


Stitch coat and lining together. 
Keep coat side down next to ma- 
chine. Start to stitch 1 inch above 
hemline of coat (figure 12). Back- 
stitch at beginning and end to keep 
stitching from pulling apart at 
points of strain and eliminate ty- 
ing of threads. Turn coat right side 
out and press seam toward body of 
coat. 


Attach side seam of lining to 

side seam of coat. Since both coat 
and lining side seams were pressed 
open, one side of lining seam is at- 
tached to corresponding coat seam, 
Pin in place, starting at underarm, 
and continue to within 6 inches of 
coat hem, Attach with a long stitch, 
using double thread (figure 13). 


Attach sleeve lining. 
Place lining sleeve in coat sleeve. 
Put your arm in sleeve lining, grasp 
hem of coat sleeve, and pull sleeve 
wrong side out. Pin 4%-inch tuck 
above hemline to allow %-inch full- 
ness or ease in length of sleeve lin- 
ing (figure 14). Turn under raw 
edge of lining and pin along old 
stitching line. Hem lining sleeves 
to coat by hand, using slip stitch. 
Remove pinned tuck. 
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5. HEM THE LINING 


Place coat on person or dress form. 
Make sure lining hangs smoothly. 
From right side of coat, pin coat to 
lining about 4 inches above coat 


hem (figure 15). 


Turn under hem. Lay coat on table, 
lining side up. Turn lining hem up 
% inch from bottom of coat, pin, 
and press (figure 16). Remove pins 
holding lining to coat. Lay coat on 


table, lining side down, 


Turn under raw edge of hem. Fold 
back coat. Turn under raw edge of 
lining hem. Pin at right angles to 
edge (figure 17). 


Hem lining by hand or machine. 
For speed, make a blind machine 
hem. Fold hem under with wrong 
side of lining up under presser foot, 
with hem next to machine. Fold so 
lining does not come quite up to 
top hem edge. Release tension on 
presser bar a bit and lengthen 
stitch to about 8-10 stitches per 
inch. Sew about 5 stitches on edge 


of hem, then nip into lining for one 
stitch. Repeat for rest of hem (fig- 
ures ISA and 18B). Small amount 
of hem fullness can be eased in as 
you do the hem. 
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